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BDBSA = Biological Databases of SA

What it is; 

• data management system run by DEW

• primarily for flora and fauna species records

• 30 years +

• Currently on Oracle software 

• Holds government and non-government datasets for SA
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BDBSA Audience

• Environmental managers

• Councils

• Environmental consultants

• Mining companies

• Land developers

• Researchers

• Field naturalists

• Public



BDBSA Uses

• Threatened species management

• Species Distribution Maps

• Fire management planning

• Ecological studies

• Vegetation Clearance Applications

• Development Approvals 

• Park management plans

• Revegetation work







date

observer

location

species





Data entry 

forms







Requirements

• Capture tool for species records

• Available to internal and external users

• BDBSA compatible data

• Simple

• Mobile device friendly

• Works offline 

• Automated upload into BDBSA

• Fast turn around time



Pilot Study

• Survey123 for ArcGIS by ESRI • BioCollect by Atlas of Living 
Australia

• DEW staff only

• ≥ iOS 11, ≥ Android 5

• works offline

• Internal & external

• ≥ iOS 9, ≥ Android 4.0.3

• PC batch uploads

• Multiple records per site
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Launched!

• Initial soft launch with pilot 
app testers and their own 
project teams

• Official launch at the annual 
‘BDBSA Day’ information 
sharing forum



Current use…

• Opportunistic sightings

• Projects with a simple attribute capture requirement

… and in the future…

• Used as a template for more complex projects with a biological 
data capture need with customised attributes



Results so far…







QUESTIONS
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